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ONE WOMAN’S WISH 


I do not yearn, so much, to startle Nations, 

I do not seek for Heights, as yet unscaled, 

I do not yearn to tilt with whirling Wind-mills 
Or do what others tried to do--and failed. 

I only want to share my understanding, 

Of quiet life, of Folks, and Flowers, and Skies, 
I only want to share my poignant love of beauty, 
So atigers, too, can see where beauty lies, 


[aly want my life so sweetly simple, 


So orderly, so clean, and so sincere, 

That it will bless the other lives it touches, 

The little while that I’m staying here, 

I want to make it worth, in this way, 

To feel, at last, when my time comes to die, 

That, after all, by honest, earnest living, 

I’ve let the tired world know that I’ve passed by.” 


—Anonymous 
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THe DENTAL ASSISTANT 


Our Birthday 


\We are ten years old. Projecting 





one’s thoughts to a point ten years in 
the future, fills one with a sense of im- 
measurable distance so far away, that 
one’s feeble imagination recoils from the 
reality of what seems just a nebulous 
something beyond one’s grasp. Why 
think about ten years ahead anyway? 
We've lots of time before us, we may 
even not be here then. 





And lo! the ten years have passed. 
We are looking backward, and it seems 
only a few days ago that we called to- 
gether the first group of dental assist- 
ants who became the charter members 
of our beloved society. On December 
7th, 192! at the old Academy of Medi- 
cine, 17 West 43rd Street 


¢ 
) © 


we held that 


’ 


Juliette A. Southard 


memorable meeting, and this is the text FOUNDER 
of the letter that had gone to that band AND PAST PRESIDENT 1921-1927 


of pioneers. 
“My dear Miss Blank:—You are engaged in a calling that places 

you in a profession. Your satisfaction and success is dependent upon 

eficiency. Co-operation leads to individual advancement. Would you be 

interested to join a society which is being crganized among Dental Nurses, 

Secretaries, and Dental Office Managers? You are cordially invited to 

attend the first meeting and become a charter member. . . . Flease fill out 

the enclosed card and return.” 

Yes, ten years have passed! We have cleared the ground for the planting 
cf the seed of professional education for dental assistants; we have nurtured the 
tender plant; gently, with patience and perseverance we have watched over it from 
vear to year, pruning here, grafting there, so happy that it showed fair promise 
of bearing beautiful flowers and fine fruit, and—IT HAS. Shall we together look 
ahead another ten years? ‘There is still much room for growth and development, 
much hope of greater fruiticn. Shall we not strive to so work and plan that at 
the end of another decade we may stand shoulder to shoulder with our co-workers 
of that era, just as proud, just as glad as we are today. May we not dare to 
predict that ten years hence the harvest will have brought us recognition as pro- 
fessional women, with a recognized standing commensurate with our humanitarian 
service. 
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Editorial Department 


Pioneering 


The first edition of THe DenTAL AssiIsTANT represents the outgrowth of 
an effort of the Educational and Efficiency Society for Dental Assistants, First 
District, N. Y., Inc., to place in the hands of the dental assistant and the dental 
profession an interesting and comprehensive publication that will bring to them 
topics of value and information. At the close of the first decade of the Society’s 
existence, it marks a fitting venture into its field of service, where it is confidently 
expected that this journal will eventually assume the same important and dignified 
pesition that other publications have attained in the field of dentistry. The Editor 
desires to make this publication worthy of its readers and will welcome such 
material as may find a place in its pages in accordance with the policy of education 
and efficiency—the slogan of our dental assistants. Your earnest cooperation is 
solicited. 

Mitprep M. Scuwartz, Editor. 


1G MRD"? 


Greetings from Our President 


It occurred to me when called upon to write a message for the first number 
of our publication, that a few words could be said on the spirit of cooperation. 
We have had many examples of leaders in the past who through their personal 
endeavor and determination have established great institutions. It must however, 
be borne in mind that without cooperation these achievements could never have 
been accomplished. 

We should remember that our organization is only ten years old; many 
obstacles have already been surmounted; many more still lie in our path. May 
I ask you all to put your shoulders to the wheel, in this, our earnest endeavor to 
further the aims and ideals of our Society. 

It is with the deepest feeling that I extend to every member of our beloved 
E. & E. and to our sisters of the A. D. A. Assn. my very best wishes for a happy 
holiday season. May each of you receive that which your heart desires and every 
blessing be yours. 

Mary A. O’Connor, President. 
> =~" 

“To-day is your day and mine. The only day we have. The day in which 
we play our part. What our part may be in the great whole, we may not understand 
but we are here to play it and now is your time. It is a part of action not whining. 


It is a part of love not cynicism, and it is for us to express love in terms of human 
helpfulness.”—Robert Starr Jordan. 
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Greetings from 


Exuty CAMPBELL CLIFFORD, 1927-1928 


“The Educational and efficiency 5So- 
Dental the 


yreceding years accomplished much 
I —_ I 


ciety for Assistants in 
worthy of commendation, and now, 
it is adding another spoke to the wheel 
of its progress. The publication of 
this magazine has been made possible 
through the earnest efforts of its ofh- 
cers and members. May it live on 
with great success, adding more pages 
with each issue—until the dream is 
fully realized. I extend my congratu- 


lations and good wishes for its future.” 


Rosina A. McMurpo, 1928-1929 


““My years of membership in the Edu- 
cational and Efficiency Society have 
proven to me the worthiness of its 
inception. Its cornerstones of educa- 
tion, efficiency, loyalty and_ service, 
bounding a field of dental health ser- 
vice provide a foundation upon which 
every dental 
can build a most worthy profession. 


conscientious assistant 
Depending upon her contributions of 
constructive ideas, the furtherance of 
educational programs, and her coop- 
eration with the officers and mem- 
bers, rests the welfare of the Society 
and the measure of individual returns. 
I am proud to belong to a group of 
dental assistants striving to elevate 
the standard of our calling and having 
a purpose in upholding the ideals and 
principles of our Society, bearing in 
mind that service brings achievements. 
The time to work is now. The road 
to success is to forget yesterday, de 
our best today, and attain great things 
tomorrow.” 


Past Presidents 


Erne. Meyerson Poivack, 1929-1939 


KF 
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“The modern age is tending towards 
educational efficiency. Women 
ticularly have come to the fore and 


strides in their 


par- 
are making great 
chosen careers. 

Looking backward to the time when 
our founder, Juliette A. Southard 
first conceived the idea of improving 
the lot of the Dental Assistant, we 
can only admire the courage and 
fortitude with which this mighty task 
We 
that our work has only begun. It is 
only by the cooperation of the vari 
ous societies throughout the country 


was undertaken. must realize 


that we can make any progress. It is 
inevitable that such continued effort 
must result in the establishment of a 
new profession—that of the trained, 
cducated, dental assistant.” 


AZABETH V. SHOEMAKER, 1930-193! 


“T am proud to have been President of 
the Educational and Efficiency So- 
ciety for Dental Assistants, and to 
have had the opportunity of contribut- 
ing of my interest and effort to its 
service. Ten years of commendable 
achievements stand as our past record. 
Jur title ‘Educational and Efficiency’ 
tells the story of our purpose. Service 
and Loyalty are our ideals. What 
could be finer incentive? To be an 
educated, efficient, loyal dental assist- 
is worthy of the best effort of any 
woman. May I urge each member to 
take an active part in whatever plan 
or activity the Society offers. I know 
that she will be rewarded, that the 
Society will gain, and that humanity 
will benefit.” 
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E. & E. Society for Dental Assistants 


Meeting: 
Tuesday, December 8, 1931. 7:45 
p.m. sharp. 
Hotel Pennsylvania, 32nd St., Seventh 
Ave., N. Y. C. 
PROGRAM 
Chairman of the Evening 
Juuiette A. SouTHARD 
Guests and Speakers: 
Dr. George Wood Clapp, 
Editor, Dental Digest 
Dr. Chauncey M. F. Egel 
Dr. Henry Fowler 
Hon. Member, A. D. A. Asin. 
Mr. J. C. Forstbauer 


Guest Societies: 
D. A. Study Club of Brooklyn 
Dental Assts. Assn., N. N. J. 
Monmouth Co, D. A. Assn. 
Bergen Co. D. A. Asen. 
Passaic Co. D. A. Assn. 
Fairfield Co. D. A. Assn. 

— ‘. 


Clinic Club 

December Meeting: 

Monday, December 14, 1931, 7:30 
p.m. sharp. 

Office of Dr. Henry Fowler, 174 W. 
96th Street, N. Y. C. 
Subject: 

“The Preparation and Use of Amal- 
gam” by Dr. Paul Poetschke Consult- 
ing and Research Chemist, formerly 


with L. D. Caulk & Co. 


On Thursday evening, December 3rd, 
8 o'clock, at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
N.Y. C., the E. & E. Society for D. A., 
N. Y., through the Clinic Club, will 


present a demonstration on “Steriliza- 
tion and the Proper Care of Instru- 
ments” as a contribution to the Better 
Dentistry Meeting. The clinicians will 
be Fanny Cohen, Blanche Ferrero, Eliza- 
beth V. Shoemaker, Rosemarie Cornelis 
and Mary A. O’Connor. Members of 
the Society must register to be assured 
the privilege of attending this clinic and 
others being held that evening. 

At the November meeting of the Club, 
Sylvia Messinger and Freda Feinstein 
presented clinics on the cleaning of im 
pression trays, the washing of amalgam 
and packing of dies. “The Dental 
Assistant and Her Economic Import- 
ance to the Dentist” was the title of the 
clinic presented at the meeting of the 
Harlem Dental Society on November 
17th, Mildred M. Schwartz and Frances 
Green, clinicians. 

The Clinic Club meets regularly on 
the third Monday evening of each month, 
September to May inclusive, to study 
the various phases of dental assisting. 
All E. & E. members are eligible for 
membership and are urged to join. Ad- 
dress: Mary A. O’Connor, 428 Palisade 
Ave., Cliffside, N. J. 
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Classes 

The list of classes has been compiled 
and sessions will begin shortly. The study 
groups are open to active members of 
the Society, free of charge, and meetings 
are held one evening each week under 
the supervision of competent teachers. 
Further information may be obtained by 
addressing the Chairman, Rosemarie 
Cornelis, 509 West 110th Street, New 
York City. 
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The New Magazine 


*C. N. Johnson, D.D.S., 


And there 
is promise in every page of it. When 
I think how many years I have been 
The Dental Assistant 
and how many of them I have had the 


‘There’s magic in the idea! 


interested in 


pleasure of knowing personally, and how 
kind they have all been to me, and how 
interested | am in their welfare, I get 
quite a thrill out of the fact that you 
are to have a magazine. 
the “I’s” 


ashamed of your honorary member.) 


(If you count 
in that sentence you will be 


Truly the time seems very propitious 
for the launching of such an enterprise. 
The number of dental assistants in your 
various organizations is proof positive 
of the vitality and virility of the move- 
ment, and as every movement requires a 
mouthpiece, the logical thing to do is 
to issue a Dental Assistants’ Journal. 
How good and efficient this publication 
is will depend not only on the Editorial 
Staff (I have little fear in this particu- 
lar) but on the support and loyalty of 
every member of the organization. It 
is largely the interest and devotion of 
the rank and file of your members that 
maintain a periodical at the maximum 
and prestige, and in view of 
the many dental publications in the field 
today, there will be the constant need 
for something new and original in every 
number to keep up the interest and 
make the magazine attractive. This 
constant feeding of new material must 
come largely from the girls themselves, 
their experiences, their endeavors, their 


efficiency 





*Dr. C. N. Johnson is an Honorary Member 
E. & E. Soc. for D. A., Ist Dist., N. Y., Ine,, 
and the Editor of the Journal of the A. D. A. 


F.A.C.D., Chicago, Ill. 
ambitions, their ideals, and their vision. 

Having in mind their obligation to 
make of this publication an outstanding 
success, they must constantly be on the 
alert for new ideas in dental assisting, 
and they must learn how to formulate 
these readable ‘They 
should form the habit of jotting down 
the experiences of the day, and thus 
build up a record of their activities for 
possible future use. Not that 
thing they record will be of prime im- 
portance or will be available for pub- 
lication, but that the habit of record- 


ideas in array. 


every- 


ing their experiences will be of the great- 
est value in their work, and out of this 
may eventually come much worth while 
material that will prove acceptable to 
the editors and readers. Try this plan— 
it cannot do any harm and it may result 
in much good. 

I need not say how interested | am 
in the new publication. I shall watch 
for each issue with the keenest antici- 
pation, and knowing what I do of the 
capabilities of the members, their devo- 
tion to duty, their earnestness, their sin- 
cerity, and their pride in their work, I 
have no apprehension as to the outcome. 

May the magazine be a more signal 
success than anyone can now imagine. 
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Life is the mirror for king and slave, 
‘Tis just what you are and do; 
Then give to the world the best you 

have, 
And the best will come back to 
you. 
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What the First Decade Has Brought 


By Henry Fowler, D.D.S., New York City 
Honorary Member—E. & E. Society 


The events that have transpired dur- 
ing the past Ten Years mark a new era 
in the calling of the Dental Assistant. 
The creation of the Educational and 
Efficiency Society for Dental Assistants, 
while not the first to be organized, gave 
the impetus which led to the organiza- 
tion of the American Dental Assistants 
Association seven years ago with four 
societies in four different states. At the 
present time twenty-six states with sev- 
enty societies form this wonderful na- 
tional organization. 

‘The recent meeting in Memphis is 
reported to have been a great success 
and commanded the worthy respect and 
the attention of the members of the 
American Dental Association. Two 
outstanding events took place: First, the 
Dental Assistant’s Clinics in the Mem- 
phis Auditorium which were attended 
by several hundred dentists who repeat- 
edly expressed their surprise at the high 
class manner of presentation, and also 
their appreciation of what the denta! 
assistants were doing to improve their 
service; and second the Annual Banquet 
of the Association at which a number of 


prominent influential members of the 
American Dental Association were speak- 
ers and guests. 

The progress of the E. & E. Society 
is being closely watched by all sister 
societies and by wide awake members 
of the dental profession throughout this 
country and Europe. You are doing 
much to raise the standards of your 
calling and I urge each member to do 
her share. Attendance at meetings is 
exceedingly important because it is there 
that you receive the inspiration to carry 
forward your education to fulfill the 
duties of your position. At the Clinic 
Club meetings and Special Study Classes 
you are given the actual opportunity to 
learn that which you need most. Am- 
bition, perseverance, and determination 
are the qualities that make you better 
than the ordinary. 

I am very glad to have participated 
in your first meeting ten years ago, and 
it has been a satisfaction to attend your 
meetings since. I urge you to carry 
your work and your education forward, 
for therein lies the road to success. 


Filling A Need 


*By Chauncey M. F. Egel, D.D.S., Westfield, N. J. 


[ extend to you the best of good wishes 
for the successful launching of your 
journal and I know with that inspiring 
leadership that has been shown in the 
last ten years since the organizing of the 
Society, the constructive work will be 
manifested in the publication of papers 
for the advancement of members of your 
society and also the profession of Den- 


*Dr. Egel was a speaker at the organization meeting of the 
E. & E. Society for D. A., First District, N. Y., Inc., 
Dec. 7, 1921, 


tistry. ‘The dental profession and also 
the individual practitioner realizes more 
and more the necessity for the trained 
assistant and secretary for the successful 
carrying out of his ideas and ideals. 
There is a real need for a publica- 
tion that can print and disseminate to 
your members and the dental profession 
the proceedings of your society, and the 
discussions that follow the papers read, 
and my sincere good wishes are with you. 
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Select Your Employer 


*By 


If, when your employer hired you, he 
exercised that kind and quantity of busi- 
ness acumen which makes for success, he 
considered your possible value to the 
practice as a business. If you are the 
only girl in the office, he did not want, 
or at least he should not have wanted, 
merely some one to clean instruments 
and put them away and to make excuses 
for him when he is away playing golf. 
He wanted you as a part of the practice- 
building staff. 

If you exercise the kind and quantity 
of acumen which will make for your 
best success, you will scrutinize the den- 
tist who now employs you or who may 
be about to employ you. With some 
men success will be possible; with others 
it will be impossible. 

Of forty-five hundred dental offices 
in Manhattan and Westchester County, 
about one-third can employ girls of the 
highest order of personality, knowledge 
and skill. They can afford the wages 
which not only are a spur to a girl’s 
ambition but justify her in the best self- 
development of which she is capable. 


George Wood Clapp, 


* 1p, 
E. & E. 


Clapp was a speaker 
Society for D. A., Is 


D.D.S., New York, N. Y. 


About one-third of these offices can atf- 
ford moderate salaries, but not those 
equal to the offices in the first group. If 
a girl were to set for herself the goal 
of her maximum self-development, 
might be underpaid in such an office or 
she might help carry the practice to a 
point where the dentist could afford 
to pay her adequately. About one-third 
of these offices offer a girl no future 
save a poor job, poorly paid. If they 
paid the girl enough to enable her to 
live well, it is quite possible that the den- 
tist might not get enough to eat. And 
in such offices he is getting only barely 
enough at any time. 

Perhaps not one-third of the girls 
who apply for positions in dental offices 
are fitted for good positions or could 
handle them well if they got them, but 
that is another story. 

If you have taken up dental assisting 
why not make yourself worthy 
of a good position and then let desirable 
dentists who have assistants know that 
if those assistants leave, you will be glad 
of a chance to prove your worth? 


she 


seriously, 


at the organization meeting of the 
District, N. Y., I 


ne., Dec. 7, 1921 
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valuable is your life. 
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THE less you require looking after, the more able you are £3, 
to stand alone and complete your tasks, the greater your 
reward. Then, if you can not only do your work, but direct 
intelligently and effectively the efforts of others, your re- 4 
ward is in exact ratio, and the more people you direct, and a 
the higher the intelligence you can rightly lend, the more 


wre we 
SP SP 


—ELBerT HuBBARD. 
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May your journal 





Dental Assts. Study Club of Brooklyn. 
Florence Clark, Pres., 1 DeKalb Ave., 
Bklyn.: meets 3rd Friday of each 
month at 62 Hanson Place, Bklyn. 
The next meeting takes place on De- 
cember 18th. 

Passaic Co. D. A. Assn. 

Eleanor Glass, Pres., 44 Church St., 
Paterson, N. J.: meets Ist Monday of 
each month. The next meeting will 
take place on December 7th. 


i) AND THERE 
sy ROBINA A. McMURDO 
% o 


D. A. Assn. of the State of N. Y. 
“Congratulations. 
prove all you dream for it and have a 

long and successful life.” 
Zoa DIcKHAUT, President. 


Monmouth Co. D. A. Assn. 
Clara B. Phillips, Pres.; meets on 4th 
Wednesday of each month. The next 
meeting will take place on Dec. 23rd. 
Bergen Co. D. A. Assn. 
Vera Rehain, Pres.; meets 2nd Friday 
of each month. The next meeting 
takes place on December 1 Ith. 
ID. A. Assn. of Northern N. J. 
Ann F. Schweikert, Pres.; meets 3rd 
‘Tuesday of each month. The next 
meeting will take place on Decl 5th. 
Fairfield Co. Dental Assts. Assn. 
Selma Dahlgren, Pres., 32 Suburban 
Ave., Stamford, Conn.; meets Ist 
Monday of each month. The next 
meeting will take place on Dec. 7th. 


+ Kr <> 
A DENTAL ASSISTANT’S CREED 
To be loyal to my employer, my calling and myself. 
To develop initiative—having the courage to assume responsibility and the 
‘magination to create ideas and develop them. 
To be prepared to visualize, take advantage of, and fulfill the opportunities 


of my calling. 


To be a co-worker—creating a spirit of co-operation and friendliness rather 


than one of fault-finding and criticism. 


To be enthusiastic—for therein lies the easiest way to accomplishment. 

To be generous, not alone of my means but of my praise and my time. 

To be tolerant with my associates, for at times I too make mistakes. 

To be friendly, realizing, that friendship bestows and receives happiness. 

To be respectful of the other person’s viewpoint and condition. 

To be systematic, believing that system makes for efficiency. 

To know the value of time for both my employer and myself. 

To safeguard my health, for good health is necessary for the achievement of 


a successful career. 


To be tactful—always doing the right thing at the right time. 
To be courteous—for this is the badge of good breeding. 
‘To walk on the sunny side of the street, seeing the beautiful things in life 


rather than fearing the shadows. 
To keep smiling always. 


Juvietre A. SouTHarp. 


(Published in The Dental Digest, January, 1926) 
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A Reaction to the Convention at Memphis 


VALOR SHURRAGER, Erie, Pa. 


1 could tell you about our trip, what 


we saw—scenes in city and country, 
shifting geography—crops, tobacco, cot- 


ton, sorghum, apples—Beal Street—the 





levee—the cotton gin—Muscle Shoals— 
etc.—But you are interested as Dental 
Assistants in the American Dental Assist- 
ants Convention of 1931 held at Mem- 
phis, ‘Tennessee. 

I have always been, to a certain ex- 
For eight years I 


tent, an idealist. 


worked in a real estate and insurance 
office. Collecting overdue rent, levying 
warrants on furniture and other types of 
collecting were always painful pro- 
cedures to me. One day my employer 
returned from a convention and said, “‘I 
think that the real estate business is one 
of the finest occupations that can be 
homes for 


chosen, for it is finding 


people.” That appealed to me, so I 
idealized about my work—yes, it was 
important, | was helping to find homes 
for people. 

When the opportunity came to me to 
change my work—almost 12 years ago, 
dental office, I 
studied the matter over a long time for 


to an assistant in a 
it seemed the consensus of opinion that 
almost anyone could do the work in a 
dental office. It required no special abil- 
ity and was more like the maid in the 
home or a scrub woman perhaps. 

On the other hand the practice of 
medicine, the human interest side of life, 
the ills and troubles we fall heir to, 
always interested me, and dental troubles 


are one branch of these ills. So from 


this angle, plus the increase in salary, | 
made the change, although it was with 
much uncertainty as to its being the 
wisest choice. 

| found that dental assisting could be 
just what you made it. It could be a 
scrub woman type of service, leaving all 
the heavy problems and_ responsibilities 
to the doctor, or it could be a most in- 
tellectual cooperative understanding type 
of helpful service using all the ability 
and efficiency and tact and psychology 
that it is possible for any one to com- 
mand. Yet we must admit that to the 
world in general, dental nursing is one 
of the lowly occupations, while the 
trained medical nurse has standing in the 
social order. 

Why is this true? Is she any more 
efficient? Is she superior intellectually? 
Is she better trained? Possibly,—but the 
fact that we must face is that she is 
better organized. She has standards she 
must live up to. She has an organiza- 
tion which is recognized and commands 
respect. However this was not always 
the case, for at one time she too was 
at the same stage of development as the 
dental assistant is today. 

Nevertheless, we have a splendid or- 
ganization here in Erie. We have done 
some very fine things—we are better 
assistants because of it, but the Memphis 
convention was a challenge to us to do 
more and better work. I was impressed 
with the superior quality of the national 


organization and I can say to you truly 
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that it is an organization with which 
you can be proud to be affiliated. 

It is business-like and carries on its 
work in a manner which would do 
credit to any organization anywhere. 
Every step is carried along according to 
parliamentary law. No legal body could 
take care of its business in a more ex- 
emplary manner, with more precision, 
and dispatch. 

It is an idealistic organization. The 
motto giving the ideals of the dental 
assistant are always placed foremost— 
Education, Efficiency, Loyalty and Ser- 
vice. ‘hese abstract ideals are held be- 
fore us and in so far as we advance in 
adding a part of anyone of them, we are 
not only better assistants, but we are 
better women and more able to fill our 
place in the social order. These ideals 
are so very desirable that the most skep- 
tical dentist must say whether he will or 
not—‘I would prefer that my assistant 
excell in each of them.” 

It is a most courteous group of offi- 
cers leading us. I have been in many 
meetings of different types and I can 
truly say that I never saw so much 


ic 


courtesy, so much appreciation even for 
the smallest service, so much considera- 
tion for everyone, as that which was 
projected from the presiding chair at 
Memphis convention. We can be proud 
of our President Ruth Rogers for the 
qualities of poise, thoughtful service, and 
untiring effort to promote the welfare 
of the American Dental Assistants Asso- 
ciation. 

Then also the helpful suggestions and 
inspiration of our beloved founder Juli- 
ette Southard, whom most of us were 
so glad to welcome to Erie again last 
spring, were always refreshing and stimu- 
lating. Her dream has become a reality 
by which we are the fortunate ones 
who profit by it. 

My message from the convention 
would be—Be glad you are a member 
of such a forward looking organization, 
that you have a chosen vocation worthy 
of the highest striving, and then resolve 
to be the very finest dental nurse yor 
can be, and to do for your local orgaz. 
zation all that you can to help it measu 
up to the national ideals. 
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Well, well, well!!! 


and so the D.A.’s are going to have a magazine. 





Whoever developed the “germ” of that idea had a grand inspiration. It is just what 
we need, (hope you note that word WE). With Mike Robe, C. A. Germ, Hada 
Germ, Amee Baa, Bass Silly, Strepto Cocky, Diplo Cocky, our families and friends, 
we promise to “cultivate” this “media” of expression. Come on, you D.A.’s! ! show 
what kind of stuff you are made of. It is YOUR magazine; what are you going 
to do to support it and make it a success? Don’t be “passive” get “virulently 
innoculated” with enthusiasm for this your “cultural” vehicle, and help to make 
the wheels go round on the road of accomplishment. Sterilization notwithstanding, 


Your old friend, 


Sprro Keer. T 
A 
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THE QUESTION BOX 
Mrs. Elizabeth V. Shoemaker 








W hat is gained by joining a Dental 
Assistant's Society? 

The members benefit by discussions 
of the latest theories and practices, 
classes in subjects all 
should and 


others doing the same work, which 


assistants 


know, contact with 


encourages the exchange of ideas. 


Are scented soaps and perfumes ad- 
visable for use in the office? 

If proper personal hygiene is fol- 
lowed nothing additional is neces- 
sary. A bland soap should be used 
and no perfume, as many persons 
object to scents. 


Should “Sir” be used in answering 
one’s employer? 

“Yes Dr. Blank,” or “No, Dr. 
Blank,” is the proper form. 


How can I keep hand pieces in good 
working order? 
Aside hand 


pieces should be run in a lubricant 


from _ sterilization, 


as used, then wiped clean and 


wrapped in until 
needed. Put a lubricant selected by 


sterile towels 
dentist in a bottle large enough to 
insert the end of the hand piece and 
run the engine forward and in re- 
verse until you see the dirt being dis- 
charged into the lubricant. All hand 
pieces should be sterilized after each 
patient, either by boiling, if possible, 
running in a sterilizing solution, or 


sterilizing by hot oil. This is done 
by placing the hand piece in a vessel 
containing sufficient mineral oil to 
cover them, then heating over a 
flame until the oil reaches the smok- 
ing point. Remove from oil by 
means of sterile forceps and wipe 
with sterile towel, shaking thor- 
oughly to remove excess oil. This 
process sterilizes and lubricates. 

Mrs. E. V. 


*Send queries to Shoemaker, Kew 


Plaza, Kew Gardens, L. I., N. 
* oko @ 
Do You Know Tuat a smal! 


“boudoir” pillow, placed under the back 
of the neck, or at small of back will add 
100% to the comfort of a patient who 
has to remain in one position during a 
tedious operation, such as root canal 
work, or the malleting of a gold foil 
filling? Get two or three such pillows, 
and half a 
dozen of plain white linen cases, and 


muslin covered in white 
you will be surprised how the patients 
will your thoughtfulness. 
Needless to say that the cases 
always be spotless, if you run short on a 
very busy day, use fresh linen towels 


appreciate 
must 


pinned together with “safety” pins. 


Do You Know Tuat... you can make 
some splendid medicament carriers for 
your employer out of old broaches? Put 
a fine grit polishing stone on the lathe 
in laboratory, press the broaches against 
it with a small piece of wood or an old 
metal instrument, rotating the broach 
on the stone until smooth. 
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THIS AND THAT 


Blanche Ferrero 


Frances Green 








What is this constant bug-bear ‘“De- 
pression?’ Why do so many people harp 
on that word? This continued pessimism 
is what is keeping everybody down— 
down in spirit and mentality. Please, for 
the general well-being of yourself and 
your neighbors, brace up and become an 
optimist. 

“Sm le awhile, 
lor while you smile 
Another smiles, and 
Soon there will be 

miles 

and 
miles 
of smiles, 

BECAUSE YOU SMILE!” 

Martha Keit is home from the hos- 
pital and is recuperating. 

Frances Green worked up enough 
courage to have her tonsils removed a 
few weeks ago, and is doing very nicely, 
thank you. 

Mae Quinn is at the Sea View Hos- 
pital, Staten Island and will be glad to 
hear from you. 

Fanny Cohen spent the week-end at 
Lake Mohegan and in her effort to re- 


duce a little of her avoirdupois, helped 
on the milk route. 

Dip You Know Tuat... The A. D. 
A. A. at the National Meeting adopted a 
perky, organdy, scalloped cap to be worn 
in uniform at all clinics given by its 
members and by those of its members 
who wear caps in their offices. 

Silver loving cups were awarded at 
the dental assistants’ banquet in Mem- 
phis for posters, clinics and membership 
drives. Let’s go!! for a 1932 silver 
cup, or at least a blue ribbon! 


-—_—<« Ke 
E. & E. Meetings 


The Society meets regularly on the 
second Tuesday of each month, October 
to May inclusive, at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, New York City. It is the pur- 
pose of the organization to aid the dental 
assistant to further her education, to pro- 
vide comradeship and association with 
others engaged in a mutual calling, and 
to teach its members an appreciation of 
the ideals and aims of the dental pro- 
fession and inspire loyalty to these ideals. 
Dental assistants employed in ethical 
dental offices are invited to join. 
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EDUCATIONAL AND EFFICIENCY 


SocteTY FOR DENTAL ASSISTANTS 


Ist District, N. Y., Inc. 


FOUNDER 
Juviette A. SOUTHARD 
174+ West 96th St., New York City 
PRESIDENT 
Mary A. O’ConNor 
428 Palisade Ave., Cliffside, N. J. 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
BLANCHE FERRERO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


Rosina A. McMurpo 


Officers 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
FRANCES GREEN 
125 Avenue J, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
TREASURER 
FANNIE COHEN 
REGISTRAR 
GERTRUDE GEHM 
DIRECTORS 
EvLizABETH V. SHOEMAKER 
ETHEL PoLLack 
Juviette A. SouTHARD 
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THE DENTAL ASSISTANT 





impressions 


howdy, sisters . . . back again, for 


better or for worse ... happy to be 
off to a fresh start . 


gant surroundings 


. and in such ele- 
. . » space in a pub- 
lication for and by dental assistants . . . 
our thanks to the editor for her gen- 
erosity; our congrats on the good for- 
tune and honor that is hers in being the 
Ist editor of this glorified bulletin; best 
wishes for success, mildred, to you and 
“the dental assistant” . memphis was 
not included in the travels of ye reporter 
this yr. and judging by reports, we missed 
. the high 


spot of which seems to have been the 


a swell a. d. a. meeting . 


adoption of curricula for courses of train- 
ing for the dental assistant—a full yr.’s 
course of scientific and applied study 
under direct supervision of the educa- 
tion staff . . 
general and oral anatomy, tooth mor- 


. study in such subjects as 


phology & carving, inorganic chemistry, 
Ist aid, 


general and personal hygiene, surgical 


bacteriology (0, u, spirokeet) 


and general operative assistance, lab. as- 
sistance, secretarial duties, including typ- 
ing, office management, dietetics and nu- 
trition, x-rays, etc., etc., and a lot more 
. and ethics, which will include 
the status of the d. a., her responsibili- 


etc. 


ties, her development, her relation to 
patients, dentist and associates, her per- 
sonal appearance a 3 yr. course was 
also outlined: 2% hrs., one evening a 
wk. in extension dept. of dental college 
subjects along same line as above 

. suggestions were made for study 


groups in the d. a. societies, stressing 


longer classes and more serious subjects 
. sounds good to this crusader for 
educational opportunities for d. a.’s . . 
absorb all this knowledge, sisters, . . 
truly then will ye be worthy of the name 
Of ad. as 
owner of the trophy for the best clinic, 


. chicago is now the proud 


having won the cup 3 times in succession 

the award for the best poster in 
the health exhibit followed greely’s ad- 
vice (go west, young man, go west) and 
is now residing in los angeles, cal... . 
pittsburgh claimed the oral hygiene silver 
cup for the greatest increase in member- 
ship stace denver, 1930 . . . clara phil- 
lips, pres., monmouth co. d. a. assn., and 
22 yrs. a d. a., the longest consecutive 
service in one dental office, visited mem- 
phis to carry home the loyalty cup which 
she holds for a yr. . . 
body 


ing .. 


. congrats every- 
. . the scholarship fund is grow- 

new trophies are being pledged 
for awarding dental assistants for out- 
standing achievements during 1932... 
watch out girls . we may be in line 
. all it requires is a little 
hard work, and what’s a little hard work 
to ad. a.?..... nothing unusual in her 
young life . . . we remind n. y. mem- 
bers that the e. & e. library is at their 
service and is something worth while 


for one . 


investigating . . . librarian sylvia mes- 


singer can tell you about it . in clos- 
ing, may all have a merry x-mas (depres- 
sion notwithstanding) . . . and the new 
year bring you all the happiness and 
prosperity you can stand... 

ye reporter 
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